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CALIFORNIA & OREGON COAST RAILROAD No. Il, 4-4-0, taken at Grants 
Pass, Oregon, about 1938. 
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Shasta Daylight to 
Go Tri-Weekly 


The Southern Pacific has an- 
nounced that effective January 
15 the Shasta Daylight will be 
run tri-weekly except during the 
summer and holiday seasons due 
to the seasonal nature of traffic. 

Last year Oregon and Califor- 
nia PUC’s stopped the move, but 
the ICC now has sole jurisdiction 
of interstate trains under the 
Smathers Bill passed by the last 
Congress. 


Key System Purchase 


Bonds Fail to Pass 


The bond issue to purchase the 
now all-bus Key System failed of 
passage at the recent elections. 
While voters in Alameda County 
favored the bonds by 60 per cent, 
Contra Costa County voters only 
registered a 39 per cent favorable 
vote. The bonds needed 66 per 
cent to pass. Incumbent directors 
were re-elected by sizeable ma- 
jorities. The Alameda - Contra 
Costa Transit District will try 
again later in 1959 after exclud- 
ing a major portion of Contra 
Costa County from the voting. 

Meantime the old transit ter- 
minal in San Francisco is seeing 
its first buses on the upper (ex- 
train) deck. The F, A and C buses 
now use this level after a re-ar- 
rangement of the roof posts for- 
merly between the tracks. 


Faster Schedules 


In San Francisco 


The San Francisco Municipal 
Railway has_ instituted faster 
transit schedules resulting from 
the now all-PCC operations on 
its streetcar lines. A 16 per cent 
speed-up is now in effect thanks 
to the faster pick-up of the new- 
er cars. 


RAILWAY AGE 


GREAT NORTHERN and 
NORTHERN PACIFIC are trying 
the “single fare” rate structure on 
a six-month trial period. Sleep- 
ing car accommodations will be 
offered for coach fares plus regu- 
lar space charges on the GN’s 
“Western Star’ and the NP’s 
“Mainstreeter”’ between Minne- 
apolis-St. Paul and the west coast. 


Delivery of 50  seventy-ton 
covered hoppers for SANTA FE 
began November 21 from ACF 
Industries. 


The “jet age’ and railroads 
met head-on recently when a jet 
fighter at El Toro Marine Air 
Station crashed on takeoff and 
flopped on to the SANTA FE 
tracks seconds before the “San 
Diegan” arrived at the same spot. 
The locomotive and five cars 
were derailed, but injuries were 
few and minor. 


Builders Plates Wanted 


The Tilden, South Gate & 
Pacific has acquired McCormick 
& Baxter Creosoting Co. engine 
202 and it is being rebuilt at the 
WP at Oakland. Erich Thomsen 
wishes to restore the engine with 
the builders plates that are miss- 
ing. He will be happy to re-pur- 
chase them from the “collector.” 
Drop a line care of The Western 
Railroader. 
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California & Oregon Coast 


In the great book that might be 
written about abandoned and for- 
gotten short-line railroads, per- 
haps the most important and uni- 
versally applicable statement that 
could be made about each of them 
is; “It might have been.” Had 
these many companies been able 
to fulfill the dreams of the men 
who planned them, it is an under- 
statement to say that the indiv- 
idual stories would have been 
much happier to tell, the part 
played by short-lines in national 
economic growth far greater. 

And had California & Oregon 
Coast R.R. succeeded in complet- 
ing a line from Grants Pass, Ore., 
to Crescent City, Calif., it might 
have been a principal factor in 
developing the vast timber and 
mineral resources of the Califor- 
nia-Oregon coastal region and in 
making Crescent City an import- 
ant shipping center. It might have 


been, but it was not to be. In- 
stead, after several false starts, 
C&OC lingered on through a 32- 
year receivership as a _ hopeful 
ghost, barely sustained by local 
traffic aud the civic consciousness 
of the aggressive little city of 
Grants Pass. On Feb. 25, 1957, its 
last hope gone, the road was de- 
clared officially dead. It had died 
hard. 

In the teething years of the 
new century, Grants Pass was an 
important local railhead on Sou- 
thern Pacific’s Siskiyou line 
through west-central Oregon. But 
hinterland transportation was 
poor; lumber and ore shipments 
from the surrounding hills could 
be brought down only by water 
or by mule team. Specifically, in- 
terest on the Illinois Valley re- 
gion midway between Grants 
Pass and Crescent City, where 
Messrs. Gun, Draper, and Van 





GRANTS PASS & EUREKA RAILROAD No. 1, 
the Southern Pacific March 13, 1911, and later became C&OC No. 1. 
—Photo taken by the late Robert H. McFarland 
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Official Guide entry of 1916, just after road was completed to Waters Creek, 

included map showing projected Crescent City extension and branch to 

Takilma and beyond. Despite map’s claim that a portion of extension was 

“under construction,” records indicate that no major work was done west of 
Waters Creek. 








Bergen, San Francisco financiers, 
were pushing development of a 
string of copper mines. 

Gun, Draper, and Van Bergen 
surveyed a railroad from Grants 
Pass to Crescent City, with a 
view to shipping their ore by 
coastwise steamer from Crescent 
City to smelters at Tacoma, 
Wash., and Selby, Calif. The part- 
nership lost its resources in the 
San Francisco disaster of 1906 and 
work on the railroad was halted, 
but not before an 18-mile right- 
of-way extending westward from 
Grants Pass had been acquired 
and two miles of track laid at 
Grants Pass. The name of this 
line was the Grants Pass & 
Eureka. 

Nothing more was done until 
1913, when Dr. J. D. Reddy pur- 
chased the existing property. 
Grants Pass was persuaded to 
vote a $200,000 bond issue, which 
was used to finance construction 
of an additional eight miles of 
track between January, 1913, and 
September, 1914, bringing the 
line to Wilderville. Meanwhile, 
in December, 1913, California & 
Oregon Coast R.R. was organized 


to buy the portion then under 
construction and build a further 
extension to Crescent City. 

By 1915 Dr. Reddy had run o 
of money, leaving Grants Pass 
concerned over its bond obliga- 
tion. The city then signed an 
agreement with Twohy Brothers 
Co., contractors, relinquishing ti- 
tle to the road in consideration 
of Twohy Brothers’ completion of 
a 4.5 mile extension within six 
months and a total extension of 
40 miles from Grants Pass with- 
in 3% years. In case of default 
on this agreement, Twohy was to 
pay the cost of retiring the bonds 
or turn the line back to the city. 

Under Twohy management, 
C&OC completed a 4.6 mile ex- 
tension from Wilderville to Wat- 
ers Creek in 1915. World War I 
barred further construction, but 
the sale agreement of 1915 pro- 
vided that the 345 year limit on 
completion of 40 miles of line 
should not include time the U.S. 
was at war. 

Nevertheless, during the post- 
war years of Harding “normalcy” 
nothing was done to extend the 
road to Crescent City. In Janu- 
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ary, 1922, Grants Pass filed suit 
to break the sale agreement. Liti- 
gation continued for months, in 
fact, the question of the city 
bonds remains unsettled to this 
day, although the railroad com- 
any was dissolved several years 
ago after Grants Pass repossessed 
the line for taxes. 

But a new and alarming devel- 
opment was to transcend the 
squabble over possession. In De- 
cember, 1924, high water washed 
out C&OCs Rogue River bridge 
at Grants Pass, forcing the road 
to shut down. On application of 
Grants Pass, C. H. Demaray was 
appointed receiver of the com- 
pany in February, 1925. Demaray 
persuaded Southern Pacific to 
buy receiver’s certificates and 
was able to raise enough money 
to reopen the line. 

A casualty of the receivership 
was passenger service. C&OC had 
carried only 552 riders in 1919, 
and by 1923 its scheduled round 
trip ran only three days a week. 
In the last passenger year, 1924, 


jal ” fo ee 


CALIFORNIA & OREGON COAST RAILROAD No. 201, 


passenger 
$24. 

C&OC continued to limp along 
for 10 years, occasionally show- 
ing a net profit, but most of the 
time incurring a small loss. En- 
tirely dependent on local enter- 
prise, the road derived its busi- 
ness from logging operations, 
farming, a handful of Grants 
Pass industries, and a lime rock 
quarry. 

In January, 1935, C&OC was 
leased to Beaver Portland Cem- 
ent Co., which used it princi- 
pally to serve the lime rock quar- 
ry. Beaver operated only the por- 
tion from Grants Pass to Marble 
Mountain Junction, 9.4 miles. The 
remainder of the line, extending 
five miles to Waters Creek, had 
been closed several years earlier 
when the last lumber mill near 
Waters Creek was abandoned. In 
1956 this section was still “in 
place,” but ties had rotted away, 
trees were growing between the 
rails, and thieves had made off 
with some of the iron. 


revenues were a mere 





2-8-0, 


taken at 


Grants Pass, Oregon, about 1938. 
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CALIFORNIA & OREGON COAST RAILROAD No. 301, 2-8-2, taken at Grants 
Pass, Oregon, about 1938 by Jack Gibson. 


Meanwhile Grants Pass, Cres- 
cent City, and C&OC still had 
not lost sight of the road’s orig- 
inal objective. Twohy Brothers 
made the first renewed effort in 
1933, when C&OC applied with- 
out success for a $5,718,565 loan 
from Reconstruction Finance 
Corp. in order to built a 72-mile 
extension to Crescent City. The 
plan finally died in 1938, when 
Grants Pass and Crescent City 
Harbor District lost out in their 
joint bid for a $3,750,117 RFC 
loan to aid construction. 

In 1942 Receiver Demaray se- 
cured court permission to re- 
lease two locomotives and other 
equipment to the wartime scrap 
drive. Sent for scrap were two 
west coast veterans: No. 1, an an- 
cient 4-4-0 (Rogers No. 2079, 
1872, ex-Central Pacific 180, SP 
1287, 1524) which had _ been 
brought to the area in 1911 by a 
projected line known as Grants 
Pass & Eastern, and No. 201, a 
2-8-0 (CP, Sacramento No. 48, 
1887, ex-Oregon & California 45, 
SP 2508) bought by Twohy Bro- 


thers in 1911. No. 201 had been 
built under the supervision of 
Central Pacific’s A. J. Stevens 
and was originally fitted with 
his famous valve gear. 

Two other engines remained: 
2-8-2 No. 301 (Baldwin No. 35780, 
1910, ex-Youngstown & Ohio 
River 1, Hetch Hetchy RR 3), 
which had come to C&OC about 
1930; and 2-8-2 No. 103 (Baldwin 
No. 59126, 1926), acquired in 
1941 by Ideal Cement Co. (suc- 
cessor to Beaver Portland Cem- 
ent) from Pacific Portland Cem- 
ent Co., Auburn, Calif. No. 301 
was scrapped a few years later. 

Ideal Cement Co., assuming the 
old Beaver lease, continued to 
rent C&OC from Receiver Dem- 
aray for $2000 a year. Lime rock 
shipments, which moved via SP 
to a cement plant at Gold Hill, 
19 miles east of Grants Pass, 
were turned over to trucks when 
the entire 310 feet of the hard-to- 
maintain Applegate River trestle 
washed out for the last time in 
December, 1950. Ideal’s_ three- 
man crew continued to work the 
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BIGGEST POWER TO OPERATE ON C&OC — No. 103 of the Pacific Portland 
Cement Co. plant at Flint, Calif. (near Auburn), arrived in southern Oregon in 
1941 to take over the chores of operating between the quarry and Grants Pass, 
and providing service to the new on-line industries. This locomotive was 
never lettered C&OC, as the cement company merely leased the railroad. 
When Ideal Cement Co. bought out PPC the tender sported a new paint job, 
and the 103 met the scrapper’s torch as Ideal Cement Co. No. 103. 
—Photo by John P. Carrick 











remainder of the line three days 
a week to serve other shippers. 
But on Oct. 31, 1954, the cement 
firm terminated its lease, and 
C&OC operations were discon- 
tinued. 

Three Grants Pass industries 
north of the Rogue River bridge 


and close to the SP connection 
managed to provide temporary 
rail service for themselves. <A 
tractor and a small gas locomo- 
tive — the latter operated by 
Southern Oregon Plywood Co. — 
were used to switch cars for 
Southern Oregon’s mill, Califor- 


ROSTER OF LOCOMOTIVES 


CALIFORNIA & OREGON COAST 


No. Drvs. Cyls. Total Wt. Wt. Drvs. BP 


1 63 16x24 72,100 43,000 


TF Bldr., Date, Shop No. 
Rogers, 1872 - 2079 


Originally Central Pacific 180, SP 1287, SP 1524; became Grants 
Pass & Eureka No. 1, March 13, 1911; scrapped 1942. 


201 51 19x30 113,350 96,500 


150 27,080 Central Pac., 1887 - 48 


Built at Sacramento Shops as Oregon & California No. 48, later 
SP 2508; became Twohy Bros. No. 201, April 21, 1911; scrapped 


1942. 
301 46 21x24 167,000 


170 33,000 Baldwin, 1910 - 35780 


Built as Youngstown & Ohio River No. 1; later Hetch Hetchy 
RR No. 3; purchased by C&OC about 1930; scrapped about 1950. 


PACIFIC PORTLAND CEMENT CO. — IDEAL CEMENT CO. 


103 48 20x28 180,000 


180 37,500 Baldwin, 1926 - 59126 


Built for Pacific Portland Cement Co., Flint, Calif., operation; 
brought up to C&OC in 1941; scrapped 1957. 
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nia Pacific Utilities Co., and the 
Grants Pass road department. 

Renewed flood damage served 
to dim already faint prospects 
of reviving the line. In Decem- 
ber, 1955, high water swept 
away 180 feet of trestie-work at 
the Rogue River crossing. 

Late in 1956, to resolve the is- 
sue of responsibility toward 
shippers and to bar further de- 
terioration of C&OC’s recover- 
able value (estimated net salvage 
worth: $38,278), Grants Pass 
applied to the ICC for abandon- 
ment of the entire line. Approval 
was granted on Nov. 5, but was 
suspended a few weeks later 
when protests were filed. After 
finding the additional arguments 
to be without merit, the commis- 
sion gave final approval of aban- 
donment on Feb. 5, 1957. A plan 
was anticipated whereby SP 
would continue service to ship- 
pers near the interchange at 
Grants Pass. 

The road was still moving a 
creditable traffic during its last 
days of operation. In 1954, the 
year service was discontinued, 
C&OC handled more than 1500 
carloads, including 505 outbound 
loads derived from chrome ore 
mining, a new industry. But bus- 
iness was declining steadily. Of 
more than 40 loggers in the area 
all but two shinped by truck. 
Preduce of the lush Illinois Val- 
ley and Redwood area — dairy 
products, gladiolus bulbs, live- 
stock, mint, hay, grain, vege- 
tables, and berries — all went to 
trucks after paved roads were 
built. No one wanted to under- 
take the necessary task of com- 
pletely rebuilding the line and 
replacing the Applegate and 
Rogue River trestles; Grants Pass 
had negotiated in vain with SP 
and other prospects. 


Reprinted from the April, 1957, issue 
of SHORT-LINE RAILROADER now 
issued quarterly by William S. Young, 
23 Parker Avenue, Cranford, New 
Jersey. Subscription $2.00 per year. 
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